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By the Grace of C-d
25th of Shevat, 3746
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Jan. 26th, in which you
write about a serious problem.

As requested, I will remember you in prayer for the fulfiilment of your
heart's desires for good.

While all blessings come from HaShem, a Jew is expected to do what is
necessary in the natural order. In the matter of the said problem, you
surely know that there are doctors and psychiatrists who treat it, and have
been successful in many cases. 1 know of a mmber of cases of people who
had this problem but eventually overcame it, married and raised a family.

While on this topic, I would like to clear w a misconcepticn that bas
led some individuals into confusion and wrong conclusions. The odsconception
stems from the argument that since some individuals are borm with this
problem, it must be a 'matural"” thing; bence it camot be designated as a
wrong, or a sin, and there is therefore oo need to do amything to change 1ir,
or at any rate, it is not a serious problem ac all.

That this approach is entirely without foundation can be seen from the
fact that the Torah (called Toras Chaim and Toras Emes because it is our
true guide in the everyday 1ife) declares that to indulge in it, or even to
dell on it mentally, is a grave transgression of HaShem's commandment.
Hence, it is also clear that the problem is controllable, for if it were
beyond humen control, HaShem would not have made it a sin.

The fact that the problem may largely be congenital does not alter the
situation. Every day children are born with particular natures and imnate
tendencies or drives, some of them good and some of them bed. This is
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the positi characteristics and eliminate the bad ones. The Creator en-
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attitude will help neither the individual, nor the society. On che con-
trary, ing should be, and is, dome to help individuals to overcome
their neurological problems, whatever they may be.

Needless to say, the person who is afflicted with this or other neuro-
logical problems, may well ask, 'Why has HaShem created such a conpulsive
drive, which is in direct contradiction to His moral Code? Why has Be
afflicted me, who desires to camply fully with His commandments?"

No human being can answer such questions, which only HaShem, the Creator,
can answer. One observation that can be suggested in relation to the
question, "Way me?"' If an individual experiences a particularly difficult,
or trying, situation, it may be assumed that HaShem has given him extraor-
dinary powers to overcome the extraordinary difficulty. The indivicual
concemned is probably unmware of his real immer strength; the trial may
therefore be designed for the sole purpose of bringing out in the individual
his hidden strength, which, after overcoming his problem, can be added
henceforth to the arsenal of his revealed capacities, in order to utilize

_ both for infinitely greater achievements for the benefit of himself, and
others.

Maimonides, rhe "'Guide of the Perplexed of his generation and of all
subsequent generations, who was also acclaimed as the greatest physician of
hiscin,&c].areslnauelllcmpauaginhi.sfmaxb.bﬂshehrarah
(Yad Hachazaka): "Ewtypmhasduopdm(pw).&ltsoa&ﬁ;;.w
dizect himselT to do only good and be a Tzaddik, or, if he chooses, to follow
the bed road and be a Rasha. Do not ever think that a person is predestined
from birth to be a Tzaddlk or Rasha. Nor is there any immer compulsion to
make a choice, but one has the capacity to choose the right behavior, and
it is entirely a matter of one's cwn will and determination" (Free transla-
tion from Hil. Teshuva, ch. 5. See it there at length). s

A final remark from the scientific viewpoint.

To say that the human mind and neural system are unimaginably incricate,
i.stoug‘:heobﬂm. Only the Creator knows His handiwcrk. But the
Creator endowed the hummn mind with wonderful ties to probe the

youth. Some namological disorders are alreddy being treared successfully
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mean! uecmmbpu:mrt::ustlnihS}ﬂn,mdst}rengﬂm
our ac[lnuf:me Locg Torah and M{tzvo:h. of which it is written, 'They
are our life and the length of our days.

With blessing,

Conversations with our Children on the Torah & Scientific approach to Same Gender Attraction , a webinar by W/L 07‘5
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